
Why CLCD Remains Essential in the Age 
of ChatGPT and Perplexity 

Artificial intelligence has changed how people ask questions and gather information. 
Tools such as ChatGPT and Perplexity can search, summarize, compare, and explain 
information quickly. However, they do not eliminate the need for a trusted children’s 
literature database. They make the quality, completeness, organization, and authority of 
the underlying information even more important. 

OpenAI itself advises users that ChatGPT can produce incorrect or misleading answers 
and that important information should be verified. Search-enabled AI tools may provide 
citations, but the quality of an answer still depends on which sources are found, 
selected, and interpreted. Perplexity similarly emphasizes web searching and links to 
sources, making it a powerful research interface rather than a curated children’s 
literature authority. 

General AI Answers Questions. CLCD Provides the 
Evidence. 

ChatGPT and Perplexity draw from broad collections of internet content. CLCD is 
purpose-built for librarians, educators, faculty, students, collection-development 
professionals, and others who work with children’s and young adult literature. 

CLCD brings together professionally developed and carefully organized information, 
including: 

• Professional reviews from recognized review publications 
• Awards, honors, best-book lists, and state reading lists 
• Reading levels, age recommendations, subjects, topics, and curriculum 

connections 
• Book-challenge information and content considerations 
• Author, illustrator, publisher, edition, and bibliographic metadata 
• Related editions and ISBNs consolidated through sophisticated title merging 
• Collection-development, teaching, acquisition, and local-library workflows 

A general AI tool may locate some of this information. CLCD is designed to bring it 
together systematically, consistently, and at scale. 

 

 



Search Results Must Be Complete, Repeatable, and 
Defensible 

A conversational AI response can change depending on how a question is phrased, 
which sources are available, and how the system interprets the request. That may be 
useful for exploration, but institutions often need results that can be reproduced and 
explained. 

CLCD’s structured search tools allow users to apply precise criteria across age, grade, 
subject, award, review source, reading level, publication information, challenge status, 
and many other factors. A librarian can document exactly how a list was created. A 
professor can give students a repeatable research methodology. A district can apply the 
same evaluation criteria across schools. 

This consistency is essential when purchasing books, developing curricula, responding 
to challenges, training future educators, or defending a professional decision. 

AI Does Not Automatically Provide Complete Context 

An AI tool may identify that a book won an award. CLCD can show the broader award 
history and help users understand what that history indicates. 

An AI tool may summarize a review. CLCD brings together multiple professional reviews 
and can use AI to identify recurring themes, notable observations, differences in critical 
opinion, and patterns across the review record. 

An AI tool may suggest an age range. CLCD can evaluate recommendations derived 
from publishers, reviewers, reading programs, awards, subject indicators, professional 
assessments, and other structured evidence. 

The distinction is important: a generated answer provides a conclusion; CLCD provides 
the evidence, context, and pathways used to evaluate that conclusion. 

CLCD Uses AI Within a Trusted Research 
Environment 

CLCD is not positioned against artificial intelligence. It uses AI where AI adds 
meaningful value. 

AI-generated review summaries and awards analysis help users interpret large amounts 
of information more efficiently. Instead of replacing professional reviews, awards data, 
and structured metadata, CLCD’s AI features make those resources easier to 
understand and apply. 



This is a fundamentally different approach from asking a general chatbot what it knows 
about a book. CLCD begins with a specialized, curated body of children’s literature 
information and uses AI to reveal patterns, summarize perspectives, and support 
human judgment. 

Professional Decisions Still Require Professional 
Sources 

Librarians and educators are responsible for decisions that affect students, families, 
institutions, and communities. Convenience alone is not enough. They need sources 
that are authoritative, transparent, comprehensive, and appropriate for professional use. 

ChatGPT and Perplexity are valuable tools for brainstorming, explanation, and broad 
exploration. CLCD is the specialized research and decision-support environment for 
children’s and young adult literature. 

The central message is simple: AI can help users ask better questions and 
understand information more quickly. CLCD ensures that those answers are 
grounded in the depth, structure, professional evidence, and specialized context 
that responsible children’s literature decisions require. 

 


